Foreword
The aim of this volume is to offer an overview of the main conflict areas in
modern Western societies where religion is a central element, ranging from
popular movements and narratives of opposition to challenges of religious
satire and anticlerical critique. Special attention is paid to political struggles
and gender troubles. With this theme, we want to provide an applicable and
elaborate compilation on religious conflict areas in modern European religious
history.
We are grateful that a number of esteemed colleagues and friends from
Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, United Kingdom and Sweden have
agreed to contribute to this volume. This has enabled us to draw together a
volume characterised by exceptional research and the thorough knowledge
of its contributors. The chapters in this volume analyse historical conflicts
and conflicts within the field of historiography from various perspectives.
Particular emphasis is placed on the impact of religious conflicts on various
political struggles and vice versa. Themes covered include anti-Catholicism,
gender, popular piety and memory. Chronologically, the chapters cover the
period from c. 1650 until the present day. Dealing with different periods and
different geographical locations within Northern Europe, this volume reaches
over a variety of confessional contexts, thus reflecting the religious plurality in
Western Europe.
In addition to the contributing authors, we are indebted to the editorial
team at Peter Lang for all their efforts, especially Commissioning Editor Ute
Winkelkötter. Finally, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to the
Gunvor and Josef Anér Foundation, the Hilda and Håkan Theodor Ohlsson
Foundation, the Pleijel Fund, and the Lund University Book Fund for financially supporting the publication of this book.
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