Contributor Biographies
Zainab Alwani
received her Ph.D. in Islamic Sciences from the International Islam
ic University in Malaysia and has been teaching and researching Islamic
law, gender relations, and Arabic and Middle Eastern Studiesfor overfifteen
years. She currently teaches Arabic Studies at the School of Advanced Inter
national Studies at Johns Hopkins University. She is also the Program Direc
tor and an Adjunct Professor of Islamic and Arabic Studies at Northern Vir
ginia Community College and teaches Islamic history, women in Islam, law,
and comparative religion at a number of consortium institutions. Dr. Alwani
has authored or co-authored numerous scholarly articles and book chapters
on topics such as 'Ä’isha’s commentaries on hadith, Islamic jurisprudence,
conflict resolution in America, and Abü-Hämid Al-Ghazäli and his meth
odology. She has several upcoming publications focused on Qur’an and gen
der relations, marriage, and divorce in the American Muslim Community,
sharVa andfamily law in America, Muslim women and economic challeng
es, and the ethics of disagreement.
Ndeye Andujar
is Vice President and Co-Founder of Junta Islamica Catalana (Catalan Is
lamic Board). She has been co-organizer of the International Congress on Is
lamic Feminism. Andujar is also member of international networks such as
Women’s Islamic Initiative in Spirituality and Equality (WISE) and Muslim
Leaders of Tomorrow. Ndeye Andujar is coordinator and lecturer at Camilo Jose Cela University in Spain and taught Spanish in France and Senegal.
She has a B.A. in General Linguistics and post-graduate teaching certificates
from the University of Barcelona and IUMF from Paris, France. She isfin
ishing a Ph.D. in Foreign Languages and Literature from UNED (National
University for Distance Learning). Andujar was one of the ten finalists an
nouncedfor the European Muslim Woman of Influence Award in 2010. She
has also co-authored several books and articles on Islamicfeminism.
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Etin Anwar
is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Hobart and William Smith
Colleges, Geneva, New York. She teaches introductory classes on Islam, gen
der, and comparative ethics. She is the author of Gender and Self in Islam
(New York: Routledge, 2006). She has published several articles on Ibn Sinä,
Meister Eckhart, Ibn 'Arabi, and the women’s movements in Indonesia in
various journals including Islamic Studies, Islam and Christian-Muslim Re
lations, and Hawwa. Anwar was a contributor to the Encyclopedia of Islam
and the Muslim World, Richard Martin, ed. (New York: Macmillan Refer
ence USA, 2004), on “The Public Role of Women”and “Harem.”She has also
beenfeatured in the WXXI TV documentary, “Muslim Women in our Midst:
The Path to Understanding,”in conjunction with America at the Crossroads
(2006). Her research interests include Islamicfeminism, Islamist anti-Amer
icanism, feminist ethics and politics in Islam, and the Indonesian diaspora
in America.
Hatice K. Arpagus
is Associate Professor of Systematic Theology (Kaläm) at Marmara Uni
versity where she graduatedfrom the Faculty of Divinity after receiving her
M.A. from the Institute for Social Sciences. Arpagus stayed in the United
Kingdomfrom 2002-2003, and in Syria in 2010. She has contributed entries
for the Turkish Encyclopedia of Islam and other journals. Her major inter
ests are: Islamic Theology, Philosophy of Religion, Ottoman Culture and Is
lam, Modern Islam, and Women and Islam. Books (in Turkish) include: Ot
toman Conceptions of Traditional Islam (2006); God and Man According to
Fazlur Rahman (2008); and Journal and Newspaper Debates about Women
during the Ottoman Period (forthcoming).
Ednan Aslan
holds the Chair of Islamic Religious Education in the Department of Edu
cation at the University of Vienna where he is responsiblefor teachers’train
ing in Islamic religious education. Professor Aslan is chairperson of various
working groups on the development of curricula in Germany, Austria, and
Southeast Europe and has published extensively on Islamic religious educa
tion in Europe. His researchfocuses on Islamic identity, thefuture of Islamic
theology, and imam training in Europe. His books include Islamic Education
in Europe (Böhlau, 2009); Bildung und Religion im Wandel (Abatab, 2010);
and Islamic Textbooks and Curricula in Europe (Peter Lang, 2011).
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Carolyn Baugh
received her B. A. in Arabic and Arab Literature from Duke University,
then went on to complete both an M.A. and Ph.D. in Arabic and Islamic
Studies at the University of Pennsylvania, where her work focused on early
Islamic jurisprudence. She currently works as research assistant to Dr. Jane
McAuliffe at Bryn Mawr College. In addition to her scholarly work on gen
der issues in Islamic law, she is the author of a novel, The Viewfrom Garden
City (Tor/Forge, 2008).
Riffat Hassan
is Professor Emerita, University of Louisville where she taught for thir
ty-three years. Hassan was born in Pakistan and obtained her B.A. (with
honors) and Ph.D. degreesfrom Durham University in England. She taught
at Punjab University, Lahore from 1966 to 1967 and worked in Pakistan’s
Ministry of Information and Broadcastingfrom 1969 to 1972. In 1972, she
immigrated to the United States. She has taught at Oklahoma State Univer
sity and Harvard University, and later was professor of Religious Studies
at the University of Louisville. In February 1999, she founded the Interna
tional Network for the Rights of Female Victims of Violence in Pakistan.
Widely recognized as a pioneer of Islamic feminist theology, she is also an
activist who has traveled extensively speaking about human rights and wom
en’s rights in Islam, and inter-religious dialogue among Muslims, Jews and
Christians. She was a major spokespersonfor Islam at the Cairo Conference
(1994) and a plenary speaker at the Beijing Conference (1995). Dr. Hassan
is a much-published author.
Marcia Hermansen
is Director of the Islamic World Studies program at Loyola University
Chicago where she is professor in the Theology Department. She received
her Ph.D.from the University of Chicago in Arabic and Islamic Studies. Her
books include Shah Wali Allah’s Treatises on Islamic Law (Fons Vitae, 2010)
and The Conclusive Argumentfrom God, a study and translation (from Ara
bic) of Shah Wali Allah of Delhi’s Hujjat Allah al-Bäligha (Brill, 1996). She
was an associate editor of the Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World
(2003).
Dr. Hermansen has contributed numerous academic articles in thefields
of Islamic Thought, Sufism, Islam and Muslims in South Asia, Muslims in
America, and Women and Gender in Islam.
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Aysha Hidayatullah
is Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies and teaches undergraduate cours
es on Islam, gender, race, and ethics. She received her M.A. (2005) and Ph.D.
(2009) in Religious Studies from the University of California, Santa Bar
bara. She earned her B.A. in Women’s Studies in 2001 from Emory Universi
ty, where she also served as the university’sfirst Muslim Religious Advisor to
the Office of the Dean of the Chapel & Religious Lifefrom 2006 to 2008. She
began teaching at the University of San Francisco in 2008.
Dr. Hidayatullah’s research interests include Muslim feminist theology,
modern and contemporary exegesis of the Qur’an, representations of wom
en in early Islamic history, Islamic sexual ethics, constructions of femininity
and masculinity in various aspects of the Islamic tradition,feminist method
ologies in the study of Islam, and the pedagogy of Islamic studies.
Jerusha Tanner Lamptey
is a scholar of Islam, comparative theology and religious pluralism. She
currently teaches at Georgetown University in Washington, DC, where she
also obtained her Ph.D. Her dissertation, “Toward a Muslima Theology of
Religious Pluralism: the Qur’än, Feminist Theology and Religious Diversity,”
provides a more in depth examination of the themes presented in her chapter
in this volume. Her other related publications include “Embracing Relationality and Theological Tensions: Muslima Theology, Religious Diversity, and
Fate”(in Islam, Salvation and the Fate of Others, Mohammad H. Khalil, ed.
(Oxford University Press, 2012), and “‘Mapping’ the Religious Other: The
Second Vatican Council’s Approach to Protestantism” (Journal of Ecumeni
cal Studies 45, no. 4 (Fall 2010)).
Celene A. Lizzio
is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Arabic and Islamic Civilizations in the
Department of Near Eastern and Judaic Studies at Brandeis University. She
earned an M.Div. degree from Harvard Divinity School and completed a
B.A. (with highest honors)from Princeton University’s Near Eastern Studies
Department. Lizzio has published widely on Muslim family law and wom
en’s religious leadership and has been honored with a number of fellowships
and awards, including being recognized as a Harvard Presidential Scholar.
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Debra Majeed
is Associate Professor of Religious Studies and Chair of the Department
of Philosophy & Religious Studies at Beloit College. A religious historian,
Majeed has made the interconnection between religion, gender and culture
central to her life’s work. She is the first African American female and first
Muslim to be tenured in the 175-year history of Beloit College. Majeed re
ceived her Ph.D. in Religious & Theological Studiesfrom Northwestern Uni
versity in 2001. Her research and writing reflect Majeed’s concern with is
sues of social, political, racial and religious injustice, particularly in regards
to women. She has published in CrossCurrents, the Journal of Feminist Stud
ies in Religion, Teaching Theology and Religion, The Encyclopedia of Reli
gious Freedom, The Encyclopedia of Women and Religion in America, The
Encyclopedia of Women in Islamic Cultures, Pakistan Journal of Women’s
Studies, and Deeper Shades of Purple: Charting Twenty Years of Womanist
Approaches in Religion and Society, among others. Her current project, “En
counters of Intimate Sisterhood? Polygyny in the World of African American
Muslims,”isforthcomingfrom University Presses of Florida. An internation
al speaker, Majeed is actively engaged in interfaith dialogue. She also has
served as a resourcefor several media groups including the Washington Post,
and has appeared on NPR’s “News & Notes.”
Sa’diyya Shaikh’s
research and teaching are focused in the area of Islamic Studies with
a twin focus on Sufism and feminism. She has previously published on is
sues of Muslim women and gender violence, feminist approaches to hadith
and Qur’anic exegesis, contraception and abortion in Islam, theoretical re
flections on Islam and feminism, Sufism, gender, and Islamic law, and “En
gaged Sufism.”Currently she is completing a manuscript on gender and sexu
ality in the works of a 13th century Sufi thinker, Ibn Arabi. In collaboration
with the Department of Psychology at the University of Stellenbosch and an
NGO, “Positive Muslims,”Dr Shaikh has initiated and is co-directing a re
search project thatfocuses on sexuality, marriage, HIV/AIDS, and reproduc
tive choices among South African Muslim women.
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Muna Tatari
studied Islamic studies, educational science and religious studies at the
University of Hamburg IIS (Initiativefor Islamic Studies) from 1994-1997.
During 1992-1994 she was a visiting student at Amman University (lan
guage center and faculty of Islamic sciences) in Jordan. Since 1997 she has
been a contributor to interreligious dialogue and since 2010 she has been a
research assistant and Ph.D. student at the University of Paderborn, Germa
ny. She is married and has two daughters.
Hidayet Sefkatli Tuksal
graduated from the Faculty of Divinity of Ankara University in 1985
and completed her Ph.D. in the Hadith Department of the same university
in 1998. Tuksal’s Ph.D. dissertation, which was an investigation of the ha
dith that provide the basis of a discourse against women, was published in
2000 under the title, “Reflections on the Discourse against Women within the
Islamic Tradition." Tuksal has worked as a teacher and a columnist. Under
the umbrella of the Capital City Women’s Platform, which she co-founded in
1995, she has been working as a women’s rights activist and mediator, not
only among religious and conservative women, but also with socialist and
feminist women’s groups. Tuksal has continued to work on Islam, feminism,
and democratization, and since 2008, she has been a consultantfor the pro
ject on “the involvement of preachers in the struggle against violence against
women” carried out by the UNFPA and the Directorate of Religious Affairs
of Turkey.
Rabha Isa al-Zeera
is a Member of the Consultative Board and a main researcher at Al Tajdeed Cultural & Social Society, a leading institution and center of Islamic
Studies in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
She has published many research papers and co-authored books that ex
plore understandings of history, religion, the creation of humanity, and the
rise and fall of various civilizations. In addition, she is conducting research
thatfocuses on renewal and reform in Islamic religious thought.
She has been a weekly columnist in a local newspaper since 2002 through
which she aims to raise awareness about ethical, social, and political issues,
and to shed light on crucial subjects such as tolerance, freedom of thought,
justice, human rights, and women’s rights.
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